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SUGGESTED READING LIST FOR STUDENTS ENTERING GRADE 6  
All students must read at least three (3) books from this list over the summer, varyin g both 
the authors and genres.  
 
Upon your return to school in the fall, students can anticipate a written assignment based 
upon the reading.  
 
This is a list of authors and books that your teachers and librarians think you will enjoy. 
Check out other books  by these authors, and come up with your own favorites as well.  
 
These books may be found in bookstores, online, at public libraries and some also may be 
at the CGPS book fair.  
 
New and Noteworthy  
 
Applegate, Katherine  
HOME OF THE BRAVE 
Kek, an African refugee, is confronted by many strange things at the Minnesota home of his aunt 
and cousin, as well as his fifth-grade classroom, and longs for his missing mother, but finds 
comfort in the company of a cow and her owner.  
 
Balliett , Blue  
THE CALDER GAME  
The third adventure for Calder and his friends Petra and Tommy after they were ÒChasing 
VermeerÓ. 
 
Lowry, Lois  
THE WILLOGHBYS  
The four Willoughby children set about to become Òdeserving orphansÓ after their neglectful 
parents embark on a treacherous adventure, leaving them in the care of their odious nanny. 
 
MacHale, D.J.  
RAVEN RISE (Pendragon Book Nine) 
This is where it begins. The showdown for Halla. At stake is nothing less than all that ever was 
and all that will be. There's only one thing missing--Bobby Pendragon.  
 
Rex, Adam  
THE TRUE MEANING OF SMEKDAY  
A misfit cast of characters are led by a precocious 11-year-old, Gratuity "Tip" Tucci and a 
bumbling alien named J.Lo who has an appetite for dental floss and air fresheners in this comedic 
fantasy.  
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Riordan , Rick  
THE BATTLE OF THE LABYRINTH ( Percy Jackson and the Olympians, Book Four). 
Percy Jackson isnÕt expecting freshman orientation to be any fun. But when a mysterious mortal 
acquaintance appears on campus, followed by demon cheerleaders, things quickly move from 
bad to worse. 
 
Sage, Angie  
QUESTE Septimus Heap Book Four  
More trouble awaits Septimus and Jenna in the form of Tertius Fume, the ghost of the very first 
Chief Hermetic Scribe, who is determined to send Septimus on a deadly Queste. But Septimus 
and Jenna have other plans 
  
Schmidt. Gary, D.  
THE WEDNESDAY WARS 
In 1967 when all his classmates go to religious school, Holling Hoodhood has to stay in Mrs. 
Bakers classroom where they read Shakespeare and he learns the value of the world he lives in . 
 
Spinelli, Jerry  
SMILES TO GO 
What is stargazer, skateboarder, chess champ, pepperoni pizza eater, older brother, sister hater, 
best friend, first kisser, science geek, control freak Will Tuppence so afraid of in this great big 
universe? 
  
Zarr , Sara 
SWEETHEARTS 
As children, Jennifer Harris and Cameron Quick were both social outcasts. They were also one 
another's only friend. So when Cameron disappears without warning, Jennifer thinks she's lost 
the only person who will ever understand her. 
  
Zevin , Gabrielle  
ELSEWHEREAfter fifteen-year-old Liz is hit by a taxi and killed, she finds herself in a place that is 
both like and unlike earth. 
  

FICTION  

Bauer, Joan  
HOPE WAS HERE 
Sixteen-year-old Hope and her Aunt become involved with a political campaign to oust the townÕs 
corrupt mayor. 

Bauer, Marion Dane  
ON MY HONOR 
JoeÕs best friend Tony drowns in the dangerous river Vermillion. Joel has to find a way of telling 
his parents and TonyÕs parents the awful truth of the drowning.  

Blume, Judy  
ARE YOU THERE GOD? IT'S ME , MARGARET 
Faced with the difficulties of growing up and choosing a religion, a twelve-year-old girl talks over 
her problems with God.  

Burnett, Frances Hodgson  
THE SECRET GARDEN 
Mary, a spoiled orphan, is sent to live in an English mansion, where she encounters Dickon, 
Colin, and a secret walled garden.  
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Danziger, Paula and Ann M. Martin  
P.S. LONGER LETTER LATER.  
Best friends Tara Starr and Elizabeth continue their friendship through letters when one of them 
moves away. Also, SNAILMAIL NO MORE .  

Du Bois, William Pene 
THE TWENTY-ONE BALLOONS  
Three weeks after taking off from San Francisco in an attempt to cross the Pacific by balloon, 
Professor Sherman is picked up in the Atlantic clinging to wreckage.  

Farley, Walter  
THE BLACK STALLION  
The adventures of a boy and a wild stallion who are thrown together after a shipwreck.  

Feiffer, Jules  
THE MAN IN THE CEILING  
Jimmy is no athlete or scholar, but boy, can he draw! 

Gantos, Jack  
JOEY PIGZA SWALLOWED THE KEY  
School is seen through the eyes of an ADD child, whose wild actions and mood swings are not 
being effectively controlled by his medication. This is a funny, yet poignant novel. Also, JOEY 
PIGZA LOSES CONTROL  (Newbery Honor Book, 2001), and WHAT WOULD JOEY DO?   

Han, Jenny  
SHUG 
A twelve-year old girl learns about friendship, first loves, and self-worth in a small Southern Town. 
 

Henkes, Kevin  
OLIVEÕS OCEAN 
On a summer visit to her grandmotherÕs cottage by the ocean, twelve-year-old Martha gains 
perspective on the death of a classmate and her feelings for an older boy. 

Hiaasen, Carl  
HOOT 
Roy, who is new his small Florida community, becomes involved in another boyÕs attempt to save 
a colony of burrowing owls from a proposed construction site. Also FLUSH about a boyÕs plot to 
foil a casino boat that pollutes his local beach. 

Hoffman, Alice  
AQUAMARINE  
Aquamarine, a love- struck mermaid, supplies adventure to twelve-year old girls, life-long friends 
who are spending their last summer together before one of them moves away. 

Konigsburg, E.L.  
FROM THE MIXED-UP FILES OF MRS. BASIL E. FRANKWEILER  
Hiding out in the Metropolitan Museum of Art creates some unexpected problems.  

Levine, Gail Carson  
DAVE AT NIGHT 
Dave is sent to the Hebrew Home for Boys (or Hell Hole of Brats, or any other combination of 
words that make up the abbreviation HHB.) He never stops trying to escape and sneaks out at 
night Ð when he meets a mysterious old man who introduces him to a different life and world.  



 4 

Lord, Cynthia  
RULES (Newbery Honor Book)  
Frustrated at life with an autistic brother, twelve-year old Catherine longs for a normal existence 
but her world is further complicated by a friendship with a young paraplegic. 

Lowry, Lois  
ANASTASIA KRUPNIK  
The first book in a series about Anastasia, a bright, affectionate girl growing up in a Boston 
suburb. Also others in the series.  

Martin, Ann M.  
A DOGÓS LIFE 
The Autobiography of a Stray  
Squirrel and her brother Bone begin their lives in a tool shed behind someone's summer house. 
But when their mother is taken from them suddenly and too soon, the puppies are forced to make 
their own way in the world. 

Martin, Ann M.  
A CORNER OF THE UNIVERSE 
In a moving story set in the 1960Õs, Hattie spends the summer with a childlike uncle she has 
never met before and becomes friends with a girl who works at the carnival. 

Mass, Wendy  
JERMEY FINK AND THE MEANING OF LIFE  
Just before his thirteenth birthday, Jeremy Fink receives a keyless locked boxÑ set aside by his 
father before his death five years earlierÑ that purportedly contains the meaning of life.  

Mass, Wendy  
A MANGO-SHAPED SPACE 
Afraid that she is crazy, thirteen-year-old Mia, who sees a special color with every letter, number, 
and sound, keeps this a secret until she becomes overwhelmed by school, changing 
relationships, and the loss of something important to her.  

Merrill, Jean  
THE PUSHCART WAR  
A war between pushcart peddlers and truckers in New York City, complete with a shoot-out using 
hi-tech pea shooters.  

Morey, Walt  
GENTLE BEN 
An Alaskan brown bear held in captivity is freed by a boy.  

Morgenstern, Susie Hoch  
SECRET LETTERS FROM 0 TO 10 
Ten-year-old Ernest lives a boring existence in Paris with his grandmother until a lively girl named 
Victoria enters his class at school.  

Myers, Walter Dean  
MONSTER 
Sixteen-year-old Steve records his experiences in prison and in the courtroom in the form of a 
script while on trial for murder. 
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Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds  
ALICE IN RAPTURE SORT -Of (sequel to The Agony of Alice ) 
The summer of 12 Ðyear-old Alice is filled with excitement, including going on a first date with her 
best friend. Always entertaining and enlightening, these two ALICE books and their many sequels 
have been the favorites of middle school students.  

Park, Linda Sue  
PROJECT MULBERRY  
While working on a project for an after-school club, Julia, a Korean American girl, and her friend 
learn not just about silkworms, but about tolerance, prejudice, friendship and more. 

Paterson, Katherine  
BRIDGE TO TERABITHIA  
Jess meets a neighbor girl named Leslie who leads him to the magical world of imagination. This 
power of imagination also helps him get through one of the most terrible things that will happen to 
him.  

Paterson, Katherine  
THE GREAT GILLY HOPKINS   
Eleven-year-old Gilly lives in a foster home and tries to cope with life. Can she learn to accept 
friendship?  

Paulso n, Gary  
HATCHET 
This Newbery Honor book is a dramatic, heart-stopping story of a boy who, following a plane 
crash in the Canadian wilderness must learn to survive with only a hatchet and his own wits. Also 
try BRIAN'S WINTER &; THE RIVER.  

Sachar, Louis  
THERE'S A BOY IN THE GIRL'S BATHROOM  
A difficult but lovable 11-year old misfit learns to believe in himself when he gets to know the new 
school counselor - a sort of misfit, too.  

Sewall, Anna  
BLACK BEAUTY  
Told by the magnificent black horse himself, this is the dramatic and heartwarming tale of Black 
Beauty's life-from his idyllic days on a country squire's estate to his harsh fate as a London cab 
horse.  

Shusterman, Neal  
THE SCHWA WAS HERE 
A Brooklyn eighth-grader nicknamed Antsy befriends the Schwa, an "invisible-ish" boy who is 
tired of blending into his surroundings and going unnoticed by nearly everyone.  

Spinelli, Jerry  
MANIAC MAGEE  
Funny and fantastic, Maniac Magee is the fastest runner in town. He's even better at showing 
people how to get along with one another.  

Stewart, Trenton Lee  
THE MYSTERIOUS BENEDICT SOCIETY 
After passing a series of mind-bending tests, four children are selected to go on a secret mission 
that requires them to go undercover at the Learning Institute for the Very Enlightened, where the 
only rule is that there are no rules. 
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Tolan, Stephanie S.  
SURVIVING THE APPLEWHITES 
Jake, a budding juvenile delinquent, is sent for home schooling at the Applewhite familyÕs 
Creative Academy, where he discovers talents and interests he never knew he had. 

Van Draanen , Wendelin  
FLIPPED 
In alternating chapters, two teenagers describe how their feelings about themselves, each other, 
and their families have changed over the years. 

Weeks, Sarah  
SO. B. IT. : A NOVEL  
After spending her life with her mentally retarded mother and agoraphobic neighbor, twelve-year 
old Heidi sets off to New York to find out who she is.  

White, Ruth.  
BELLE PRATER'S BOY  
In this 1997 Newbery Honor book, twelve-year old Gypsy wants to know the facts about the 
sudden and unsolved disappearance of her Aunt Belle. With the help and friendship of her 
cousin, she comes to understand that there are different truths. 

Wilson, Jacqueline  
DOUBLE ACT  
Written in two but intertwined voices of a pair of identical twins, this is an amusing story about 
how Ruby and Garnet learn to grow apart but still remain best friends with each other. Some of 
the capers they get themselves into are funny and memorable. Other titles by this witty author 
you might enjoy are: BAD GIRLS, THE LOTTIE PROJECT, THE SUITCASE KID, and ELSA, 
STAR OF THE SHELTER. 

Woodson, Jacqueline  
LAST SUMMER WITH MAIZON  
Eleven-year-old Margaret tries to accept the changes that come with her father's death and her 
best friend's leaving for a boarding school. Her story continues in MAIZON AT BLUE HILL where 
Maizon is one of five black students trying to fit in.  

SCIENCE FICTION AND FANTASY  

Anderson, M.T.  
WHALES ON STILTS  
Racing against the clock, shy middle school student Lily and her best friends must foil the plot of 
her fatherÕs conniving boss to conquer the world using whales. 

Barron, T.A.  
THE LOST YEARS OF MERLIN  
Washed up on the shores of ancient Wales, the boy had no home, no memory and no name... he 
was determined to find all three. The sequels to this book are THE SEVEN SONGS OF MERLIN, 
THE FIRES OF MERLIN, and THE MIRROR OF MERLIN. 

Barry, Dave  
PETER & THE STARCATCHERS  
A fast paced adventure of the young orphan Peter and his mates dispatched to an island ruled by 
the evil King Zarboff. 
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Bellairs, John.  
THE HOUSE WITH A CLOCK IN IT S WALLS  
An orphaned boy, a house with a tick, and both good and evil wizards. Also other books by John 
Bellairs. 

Brittain, Bill.  
SHAPE-CHANGER. 
Two shape-changers who can assume the form of anything are loose on Earth. One is a 
policeman, the other an insane master criminal. How can Frank and Lauren be sure they are 
helping the right alien? Also, THE WISH GIVER. 

Clements, Andrew  
THINGS UNSEEN 
Fifteen-year old Bobby wakes up and realizes he is invisible. 

Cooper, Susan  
THE BOGGART  
By mistake, Emily and her brother, Jessup, carry a mischievous old spirit with them from Castle 
Keep in Scotland to their home in Canada, where it creates havoc in their lives. By the author of 
THE DARK IS RISING Sequence. THE BOGGART AND THE MONSTER  is its sequel. 

Duane, Diane  
SO YOU WANT TO BE A WIZARD  
Thirteen-year-old Nita, tormented by a gang of bullies whom she wonÕt fight, finds the help she 
needs in a library book on wizardry. 

Eager, Edward  
HALF MAGIC  
Four children discover a (half) magic coin, saving them from a dreadfully boring summer. Also try 
MAGIC BY THE LAKE and KNIGHTS CASTLE.  

Edwards, Julie  
THE LAST OF THE REALLY GREAT WHANGDOODLES  
Ben, Tom, and Lindy Potter met a man named Professor Savant who told them about the last 
Whangdoodle, a magical creature who rules over the other strange animals in Whangdoodleland. 
This book is adventurous and exciting. 

Ende, Michael  
THE NEVER ENDING STORY 
Bastien steals a book and when he arrives at school late, he decides to read the book in the 
spooky school attic. Before he knows it, he goes inside the book himself and is having many 
many fantastic adventures. But he needs to get back to his own world before he will never be 
able to get back again. 

Farmer, Nancy  
THE EAR, THE EYE, AND THE ARM  
This 1995 Newbery Honor book, is about Tendai, a boy who lives in Zimbabwe, Africa, in the year 
2194. His father General Matsika forbids him to leave his house, but Tendai runs away and is 
kidnapped by gangsters and wakes up in the land of the Ear, the Eye, and the Arm.  

Funke, Corneli  
INKHEART 
Twelve-year old Meggie learns that her father MO, a bookbinder, can ÒreadÓ fictional characters to 
life. 
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Gaiman, Neil  
CORALINE 
Looking for excitement, Coraline ventures through a mysterious door into a world that is similar, 
yet disturbingly different from her own. Here she must challenge a gruesome entity in order to 
save herself, her parents, and souls of three others. 

Haddix, Margaret  
AMONG THE HIDDEN 
Luke is the third boy in his farming family, has been hidden since birth thereby safe for the time 
being from the Population Police. One day he notices a girls face in the window and realizes that 
there must be other shadow children like himself.. Also, check out AMONG THE IMPOSTERS, 
AMONG THE BETRAYED, AMONG THE BARONS  and AMONG THE BRAVE   

Hale, Shannon  
THE PRINCESS ACADEMY 
An unusual and thought-provoking story about a fourteen-year-old girl forced to attend an uptight 
school for potential princesses. Hale also wrote the popular GOOSE GIRL, about a princess 
betrayed by her evil lady-in-waiting and the boy she falls in love with as she tries to take back her 
title. 

Le Guin, Ursula  
THE WIZARD OF EARTHSEA  
Sparrowhawk, training to be a wizard uses his powers too soon and learns much about the evil 
forces he has to confront. 

Levine, Gail Carson  
ELLA ENCHANTED  
A story about a noble girl, Ella, who suffers from a terrible curse from birth: the curse that forces 
her to obey anybodyÕs command. This is a humorous and well-crafted retelling of the Cinderella 
story. 

Levine, Gail Carson  
TWO PRINCESSES OF BAMARRE  
Full of magical inventions, and detailed description of fairy tale objects, this adventure of Princess 
Addie in her attempt to save her sister Meryl's life. 

Lewis, C.S.  
THE LION, THE WITCH, AND THE WARDROBE  
A magic wardrobe allows three children to enter a perpetual wintry land ruled by the white witch. 
They embark on adventures that lead them through a commitment involving trust and sacrifice to 
find the only creature who can turn winter into spring. Part of the NARNIA series.  

Lowry, Lois  
GOSSAMER 
The author of THE GIVER and GATHERING BLUE  uses her exceptional imagination to explain 
where our dreams really come from. 

Meyer, Stephanie  
TWILIGHT 
Seventeen-year-old Bella meets an exquisitely handsome boy who she comes to realize is not 
wholly human. First book of a series. 
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Nix, Garth  
MISTER MONDAY 
The first book of the KEYS TO THE KINGDOM series. An asthmatic boy named Arthur battles 
Mister Monday over a magical key that unlocks a large, magical house. 

Norton, Mary  
THE BORROWERS  
Miniature people who live in an old country house by borrowing things from the humans are 
forced to move from their home under the clock. 

O'Brien, Robert C.  
MRS. FRISBY AND THE RATS OF NIMH  
The 1972 Newbery winner, Mrs. Frisby, has a terrible problem and she has nowhere to turn to but 
the rats who keep to themselves. Those rats once were the lab rats in the National Institute of 
Mental Health (NIMH) and they possess special intelligence and powers. 

Pierce, Tamora  
ALANNA: THE FIRST ADVENTURE  
Eleven year old Alanna, who wishes to be a Knight, disguises herself as a boy and has exciting 
adventures. This is the first book in the Song of the Lioness Quartet. There are many more books 
in the series. 

Pullman, Philip  
THE GOLDEN COMPASS 
Lyra and her daemon Pantalaimon live in Jordan College, Oxford. Like other daemons of young 
children, Pantalaimon can change shapes and turn into any animal he wants to. Don't skip Books 
2 & 3, THE SUBTLE KNIFE and THE AMBER SPYGLASS.  

Riordan, Rick  
THE LIGHTNING THIEF 
A middle-schooler named Percy struggles with Latin, attention deficit disorder, and the reality that 
he may be the son of Greek god. 

Sleator, William  
INTERSTELLAR PIG  
Barney's strange new neighbors invite him to play a bizarre board game called Interstellar Pig, 
which actually spans the universe and destroys worlds. Sleator's other titles you will enjoy are: 
THE BOY WHO REVERSED HIMSELF; THE GREEN FUTURE OF TYCON.  

Thurber, James.  
THE 13 CLOCKS  
A classic written in 1901, this book is a poem, fairy tale and parable. It remains lovely and comic 
to this day. 

Wrede, Patricia  
DEALING WITH DRAGONS  series 
Cimorene hates being a princess so she runs away to live with dragons. This is a fun read about 
CimoreneÕs adventures with the dragons. These adventures continue in SEARCHING FOR 
DRAGONS, CALLING ON DRAGONS  and TALKING TO DRAGONS.  
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Yep, Laurence  
DRAGON OF THE LOST SEA  
Shimmer, the dragon princess, is joined by the orphan boy Thorn in her quest to recover a magic 
pebble containing a stolen sea. Followed by DRAGON STEEL, DRAGON CAULDRON,  and 
DRAGON WAR.  

Yolen, Jan e 
THE YOUNG MERLIN trilogy (PASSAGER, HOBBY, and MERLIN)  
An introduction to the world of King Arthur through the great wizard Merlin. 

 

HUMOROUS STORIES 

Dahl, Roald  
ROALD DAHLÕS REVOLTING RHYMES 
Dahl changes your view of fairy tales in this collection of short twisted tales/rhymes by making 
them funnier, odder, and definitely more gruesome. 

Babbit, Natalie  
DEVILÕS STORYBOOK. 
A humorous book of stories about the Devil. Each short story is very funny and has a moral. I 
suggest this book for readers over the age of 8. The sequel is DEVILÕS OTHER STORYBOOK. 

Fitzhugh, Louise  
HARRIET THE SPY 
When Harriet's classmates find her diary and read what she has written about them, they decide 
to make life miserable for her. Also: THE LONG SECRET. 

Horvath, Polly  
EVERYTHING ON A WAFFLE  
Primrose's dire predicament -- losing her parents in a storm, combined with her humorous 
observations of the adults surrounding her, make this a quirky tale of faith, friendship, and growth. 
At the end of each chapter, there is a recipe that fits into the story. A Newbery Honor book of 
2002. Also try THE PEPINS AND THEIR PROBLEMS . 

Klise, Kate  
REGARDING THE FOUNTAIN: A TALE, IN LETTERS, OF LIARS AND LEAKS  
This short, beautifully illustrated "watery" story has so many twists and turns and so many word 
plays that it will amuse you on a hot summer day. Other books by the same author include 
LETTERS FROM CAMP and REGARDING THE SINK. 

Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds  
THE BOYS START THE WAR  
The Hatford boysÕ best friends and next door neighbors move away. The Meloy girls move in. The 
Hatford boys plan a lot of pranks on the Meloy girls and the girls get even!  

Peck, Richard  
A YEAR DOWN YONDER 
A humorous story set against the backdrop of the Depression, features a grandmother who is a 
sharp shooter, bakes the most delicious pies, steals pumpkins from her neighbor's garden, plays 
tricks on Halloween pranksters, and is truely kind-hearted. 2003 Newbery winner. Also try the 
sequel, A LONG WAY FROM CHICAGO.  
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Rogers, Mary  
SUMMER SWITCH. 
A boy and his father find themselves, literally, in each other's shoes. Also FREAKY FRIDAY  in 
which Annabel wakes up to find herself turned into her mother. 

Sleator, William  
ODD BALLS  
This is a collection of short stories of an odd ball family. In one story, a boy is hypnotized by his 
brotherÕs friend and actually drinks out of the toilet bowl! Another time the children throw water 
balloons out of a window at people and are not even punished. This is a great funny book. 

 

HISTORICAL FICTION 

Anderson, Laurie Halse 
FEVER, 1793 
In 1793 Philadelphia, sixteen-year-old Matilda Cook, separated from her sick mother, learns 
about perseverance when she is forced to cope with the horrors of the yellow fever epidemic. 

Armstrong, Jennifer  
BLACK -EYED SUSAN  
The hardships and joys of pioneer life on the Dakota prairie.  

Avi  
CRISPIN:THE CROSS OF LEAD  
Falsey accused of theft and murder, an orphaned peasany boy, in fourteenth-century England, 
flees his village and meets a larger-than Ðlife juggler who holds a dangerous secret. 

Bishop, Claire Huchet  
TWENTY AND TEN  
French children hiding Jewish children from the Nazis.  

Brink, Carol  
CADDIE WOODLAWN  
The story of an eleven-year-old tomboy growing up on the Wisconsin frontier in the mid-
nineteenth century.  

Choldenko, Gennifer  
AL CAPONE DOES MY SHIRTS  
12-year-old Moose  and his family move to Alcatraz Island in 1935, where his father gets a job in 
the prison which housed such noted criminals as Al Capone and Machine Gun Kelly.  

Curtis, Christopher Paul  
THE WATSONS GO TO BIRMINGHAM -1963  
The ordinary interactions and everyday routines of the Watsons, an African-American family living 
in Flint, Michigan, are drastically changed after they go visit Grandma in Alabama in 1963. A 
Newbery Honor Book. 

Cushman, Karen  
CATHERINE, CALLED BIRDY  
Against the background of a medieval manor, Catherine's spirited account of her fourteenth year 
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is told in a diary format. THE MIDWIFE'S APPRENTICE by the same author won the 1998 
Newbery Award for its excellence in literary quality, also set in Middle Ages. 

Giff, Patricia  
LILYÕS CROSSING 
This story is about a girl during World War II whose friendship with Albert, a young Hungarian 
refugee, makes her see the war and her own world from a different perspective.  

Giff, Patricia Reilly.  
NORY RYAN'S SONG 
Twelve-year-old Nory Ryan, along with her family and friends, learns how to survive and help one 
another during the Potato Famine in Ireland. 

Hesse, Karen  
LETTERS FROM RIFKA.  
Rifka and her family flee Russia in 1919 and travel to America.  

Kadohata, Cynthia  
KIRA-KIRA 
A poignant story about a Japanese-American girl growing up in the shadow of her older. genius 
sister during the 1950Õs. 

Lowry, Lois  
NUMBER THE STARS  
Set in Nazi-occupied Denmark, this novel recounts the efforts of Annemarie Johansen and her 
family to smuggle their Jewish friends to safety in Sweden.  

Lyons, Mary  
LETTERS FROM A SLAVE GIRL   
A fictionalized version of the life of Harriet Jacobs, told in the form of letters that she might have 
written during her slavery in North Carolina and as she prepared for escape to the North in1842. 

Park, Linda Sue  
A SINGLE SHARD  
Tree-ear, a thirteen-year-old orphan in medieval Korea, lives in a renowned pottersÕ village and 
longs to learn how to throw delicate ceramics himself. 

Pope, Elizabeth  
THE SHERWOOD RING  
The location is Orange County, New York during the Revolutionary War. Peggy has to adjust to a 
new life at her uncle's house during a time of guerrilla warfare. 

Speare, Elizabeth George  
THE SIGN OF THE BEAVER  
Left alone to guard the family's wilderness home in eighteenth-century Maine, a boy is hard-
pressed to survive until local Indians teach him their skills. 

Yolen, Jane  
THE DEVILÕS ARITHMETIC 
During a Passover Seder, 12-year-old Hannah finds herself transported from America in 1988 to 
Poland in 1942, where she assumes the life of young Chaya. Within days the Nazis take Chaya 
and her neighbors off to a concentration camp. 
 



 13 

BIOGRAPHY & MEMOIRS  

Bridges, Ruby  
THROUGH MY EYES 
Ruby Bridges recounts the story of her involvement, as a six-year-old, in the integration of her 
school in New Orleans in 1960. 

Choi, Sook  Nyui  
YEAR OF IMPOSSIBLE GOODBYES  
A young Korean girl survives oppressive Japanese and Russian occupation of North Korea 
during the 1940's only to be forced to escape to freedom in South Korea.  

Dahl, Roald  
BOY: TALES OF CHILDHOOD  
This story of the author's childhood in Norway and England is filled with peculiar, funny and awful 
incidents.  

Filipovic, Zlata  
ZLATAÕS DIARY: A CHILDÕS LIFE IN SARAJEVO 
ZlataÕs life, as told through her diary, changes drastically when war breaks out and becomes 
trapped in a war-torn land. 

Fossey, Dian  
GORILLAS IN THE MIST  
Dian Fossey provides us with a rare glimpse of the lives of four gorilla families living in the rain 
forests of the Virunga mountains of Rwanda. 

Freedman, Russell  
ELEANOR ROOSEVELT  
A lively and inspiring portrait of perhaps our most influential First Lady. Excellent photographs 
and numerous quotations add to this well researched biography.  

Freedman, Russell  
THE WRIGHT BROTHERS  
The Newbery author has filled this photo-biography, which follows the lives of the Wright brothers 
and describes how they developed the first airplane with original photographs by Wilbur and 
Orville Wright.  

Fritz, Jean  
HOMESICK, MY OWN STORY  
This is the author's fictionalized version, though all events are true, of her childhood in China in 
the 1920's.  

Gilbreth, Ernestine  
CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 
Comic Stories of family life at the turn of the twentieth century. 

Gunther, John  
DEATH BE NOT PROUD 
The author recounts his sonÕs illness from a brain tumor and tragic death at the age of seventeen. 
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Hautzig, Esther  
THE ENDLESS STEPPE 
Hautzig tells the story of her five year ordeal living with her family and enduring life in Siberia. 

Herriott, James  
ALL CREATURES LARGE AND SMALL  
An English veterinarian reminisces about his life, career, and animal patients. 

Jiang, Ji -li  
RED SCARF GIRL 
This is a moving account of growing up in China during the Cultural Revolution of the 1960Õs. 

Lowry, Lois  
LOOKING BACK: A BOOK OF MEMORIES  
Using family photographs and quotes from her books, the very popular author (of THE GIVER 
and the ANASTASIA KRUPNIC  stories) provides glimpses into her life. 

Reiss, Johanna  
THE UPSTAIRS ROOM  
The true story of Annie, who is hidden by a Dutch family when the Nazi's invade Holland. THE 
JOURNEY BACK  tells what happened after the war.  

Spinelli, Jerry  
KNOTS IN MY YO-YO STRING 
Spinelli, author of MANIAC MAGEE  and WRINGER, turns regular happenings in his life like 
sidewalk races and his first kiss hilarious in this autobiography. 

Uchida, Yoshido  
THE INVISIBLE THREAD  
Author tells her true story of feeling American, but being treated differently, as she describes her 
early life and incarceration in a prison camp for Japanese-Americans during World War II. 

Zindel, Paul  
THE PIGMAN AND ME 
Paul Zindel is the author of the Pigman books for older children. In this memoir, he wrote about 
when he was a kid. The family moved a lot but there is one place that was special to him because 
there he met his own "pigman," Nanno Frankie.  

 

 


