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SUGGESTED READING LIST FOR STUDENTS 

ENTERING GRADE 4 

You are expected to read at least two books that you’ve never read 
before using this list. 

These books may be found in bookstores, online, at public libraries and 
some also may be at the CGPS book fair. 

Banks, Lynn Reid .  THE INDIAN IN THE CUPBOARD .  A nine-year-old boy receives a plastic 
Indian, a cupboard, and a little key for his birthday and finds himself involved in adventure when 
the Indian comes to life in the cupboard and befriends him. 

Berends,  Polly Berrien . THE CASE OF THE ELEVATOR DUCK .  Chronicles the adventures of 
an eleven-year-old detective which are the result of finding a duck in the elevator of his apartment 
building. 

Blume, Judy .  FUDGE-A-MANIA.  Pete describes the family vacation in Maine with the 
Tubmans, highlighted by the antics of his young brother Fudge. 

Blume, Judy . STARRING SALLY J. FREEDMAN AS HERSELF .  While spending the winter of 
1947-48 in Miami Beach with her family, ten-year-old Sally makes up stories, casts herself in 
starring roles in movies, and encounters a sinister stranger. 

Blume, Judy .  SUPERFUDGE.  Peter describes the highs and lows of life with his younger 
brother Fudge. 
 
Bond, Michael . A BEAR CALLED PADDINGTON .  A very small bear found by Mr. and Mrs. 
Bond becomes one of the family. 
 
Borden, Louise .  LITTLE SHIPS: THE HEROIC RESCUE AT DUNKIRK .  A young English girl 
and her father take their sturdy fishing boat and join the score of other civilian vessels crossing 
the English Channel in a daring attempt to rescue allied and British troops trapped by Nazi 
soldiers at Dunkirk. 
 
Brittain, Bill .  WHO KNEW THEREÕD BE GHOSTS?   Three spunky youngsters join forces with 
two lively ghosts to save a historic mansion from being destroyed by a crooked antiques dealer. 
 
Brooks, W alter.  FREDDY THE DETECTIVE (series)  
 
Bunting, Eve .  COFFIN ON A CASE.  Twelve-year-old Henry Coffin, son of a private 
investigator, helps a gorgeous high school girl in her dangerous attempt to find her kidnapped 
mother. 
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Cameron, Ann .  JULIAN, SECRET AG ENT.  When Julian, his little brother Huey, and their friend 
Gloria decide to be Òcrime bustersÓ, they find themselves in one adventure after another. 
 
Caudill, Rebecca.   DID YOU CARRY THE FLAG TODAY, CHARLEY?   Four-year-old Charley 
earns the honor of carrying the flag at his school in the Appalachian Mountains. 
 
Cleary, Beverly .  BEEZUS AND RAMONA .  Four year-old Ramona has an imagination that 
makes her a menace to everyone around her, particularly her older sister, Beezus. 
 
Cleary, Beverly .  EMILYÕS RUNAWAY IMAGINATION .  EmilyÕs imagination helps bring a library 
to her town of Pitchfork, Oregon. 
 
Cleary, Beverly .  HENRY AND THE PAPER ROUTE.  When Henry wants to start a paper route, 
he receives unexpected help from a little girl, Ramona. 
 
Cleary, Beverly .  HENRY HUGGINS.  The misadventures of a young boy whose mischievous 
spirit gets him into one predicament after another. 
 
Cleary, Beverly .  RAMONA FOREVER.  RamonaÕs year in third grade is highlighted by the 
arrival of HowieÕs rich uncle, a change in her after-school situation, a surprise wedding, a death 
and a new arrival in the family, and her fatherÕs getting a job. 
 
Cleary, Beverly .  RUNAWAY RALPH .  Ralph runs away looking for freedom but winds up a 
prisoner at a summer camp. 
 
Cleary, Beverly .  SOCKS.  The happy home life of Socks, the cat, is disrupted by the addition of 
a new baby to the household. 
 
Clifford, Eth .  HARVEYÕS HORRIBLE SNAKE DISASTER .  When ten-year-old Harvey is visited 
by his cousin Nora, trouble is bound to ensue, and this yearÕs episode with snakes is no 
exception. 
 
Clifford, Eth .  HELP! IÕM A PRISONER IN THE LIBRARY .  Two girls spend an adventurous 
night trapped inside the public library during a terrible blizzard. 
 
Coville, Bruce .  JEREMEY THATCHER, DRAGON -HATCHER.  Small for his age but artistically 
talented, twelve-year-old Jeremy Thatcher unknowingly buys a dragonÕs egg. 
 
Dahl, Roald .  MATILDA .  Matilda applies her untapped mental powers to rid the school of Miss 
Trunchbull, its evil, child-hating headmistress, and to restore her nice teacher, Miss Honey, to 
financial security. 
 
Christopher, Matt .  CATCH THAT PASS .  Everyone knows Jim will be the star linebacker on the 
team if he can only conquer his fear of being tackled, but it takes a boy in a wheelchair to teach 
him that kind of courage. 
 
Dalgliesh, Alice .  THE COURAGE OF SARAH NOBLE .  Remembering her motherÕs words, an 
eight-year-old girl finds courage to go alone with her father to build a new home in the 
Connecticut wilderness and to stay with the Indians when her father goes back to bring the rest of 
the family. 
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Danziger, Paula .  THE CAT ATE MY GYMSUIT.  When the unconventional English teacher who 
helped her conquer many of her feelings of insecurity is fired, a junior high student uses her 
newfound courage to campaign for the teacherÕs reinstatement. 

Danziger, Paula .  AMBER BROWN WANTS EXTRA CREDIT .  Unhappy over her parentsÕ 
divorce and her motherÕs boyfriend Max, nine-year-old Amber finds her schoolwork suffering. 
 
Danziger, Paula .  MAKE LIKE A TREE AND LEAVE .  Sixth-grader Matthew gets into trouble at 
home and at school, spars with his older sister, and helps save an elderly friendÕs property from 
the hands of a developer.  
 
De Paola, Tomie .  26 FAIRMOUNT AVENUE.  ChildrenÕs author-illustrator Tomie De Paola 
describes his experiences at home and in school when he was a boy. 
 
Delton, Judy .  ANGELÕS MOTHERÕS BABY   Twelve-year-old Angel has adjusted to her 
motherÍs remarriage and believes that she and her younger brother Rags now live in the perfect 
family until she discovers that her mother is going to have another baby. 
 
Delton, Judy .  KITTY FROM THE START.  Kitty moves to a new neighborhood and eventually 
makes a successful transition into her new third grade. 
 
Duffey, Betsy .  HEY, NEW KID!  Third-grader Cody dreads going to a new school when his 
family moves, so he decides to reinvent himself, hoping his new classmates will be impressed. 
 
Estes, Eleanor .  GINGER PYE.  The disappearance of a new puppy named Ginger and the 
appearance of a mysterious man in a mustard yellow hat bring excitement into the lives of the 
Pye children. 
 
Gilson, Jamie .  DO BANANAS CHEW GUM?   How long can sixth-grader Sam Mott keep his 
problem secret when even the second grader he babysits for can read better than he does?  
Gilson, Jamie .  DOUBLE DOG DARE .  The fifth-grade year gets off to a busy start as one 
student returns from winning a national Miss Preteen Personality contest, a new girl with some 
interesting knowledge arrives, jealousy gets a grip on a particular student, and an ÒexperimentÓ to 
see whoÕs smart is conducted. 

Gilson, Jamie.  HELLO MY NAME IS SCRAMBLED EGGS.  When his folks host a 
Vietnamese family that has come to settle in their town, Harvey enjoys Americanizing 
twelve-year-old Tuan. 

Grahame, Kenneth .  THE RELUCTANT DRAGON .  The boy who finds a dragon in a cave 
knows it is a kindly, harmless one, but how can he convince the frightened villagers and, 
especially, St. George the dragon killer, that there is no cause for concern? 
 
Green, Phyllis .  EATING ICE CREAM WITH A WEREWOLF .  While his parents are away, a 
wacky babysitter and her book of spells keep a twelve-year-old and his little sister guessing. 
 
Grove, Wayne .  DOLPHIN TREASURE.  Wayne is searching for buried treasure sunk with a 
Spanish galleon off the Florida coast when a storm arises and his dolphin friend comes to his 
rescue. 
 
Henry, Marguerite .  MISTY OF CHINCOTEAGUE.  Two youngstersÕ determination to own a 
Chincoteague pony is greatly increased when the Phantom and her colt are among those 
rounded up for the yearly auction. 
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Herman, Gail .  JUST LIKE MIKE .  When Michael BrownÕs mother remarries and MichaelÕs last 
name changes to Jordan, the kids at his new school expect him to be like his namesake on the 
basketball court, but unfortunately this Michael is terrible at sports. 

Howe, J ames.  THE CELERY STALKS AT MIDNIGHT .  Chester the cat is more than ever 
convinced that Bunnicula is a vampire when there is a harvest of white vegetables on the morning 
after the night that Bunnicula was probably wandering through the neighborhood. 

Howe, James .  NIGHTY NIGHTMARE.  When scary strangers appear at the MonroeÕs overnight 
campsite Chester the cat tries to convince the familyÕs two dogs that foul play is intended. 
 
Howe, James .  RETURN TO HOWLIDAY INN.  In this sequel to ÒHowliday InnÓ, the Monroe 
family pets are again boarded at Chateau Bow-Wow, where some spooky goings-on serve as a 
distraction from the kennelÕs poor food. 

Hurwitz, Johanna .  ALDO PEANUT BUTTER .  Peanut and Butter, the two dogs Aldo gets for 
his eleventh birthday, create chaos inside the house while AldoÍs parents are out of town and 
get accused of tearing up the neighborÕs lawn. 

Hurwitz, Johanna .  CLASS PRESIDENT.  Julio hides his own leadership ambitions to help 
another candidate win the nomination for class president. 
 
Hurwitz , Johanna .  COLD AND HOT WINTER.  Missing objects cause Derek, Rory, and Olivia 
to accuse each other of lying and stealing.  It isnÕt until the three friends become snowed-in that 
they come to understand what trust and friendship are all about. 
 
Hurwitz, J ohanna .  HOT AND COLD SUMMER.  Two inseparable ten-year-old boys discover 
there is room in their friendship for another person, and it really doesnÕt matter that she is a girl. 
 
Hurwitz, Johanna .  SCHOOLÕS OUT.  Lucas thinks his summer vacation is ruined when Mom 
hires a French au pair to watch over Lucas and his two-year-old twin brothers. 
 
King -Smith, Dick .  ACE THE VERY IMPORTANT PIG.  Farmer TubbsÕ amazing pig, Ace of 
Clubs, eventually winds up on television for his cleverness. 
 
Krumgold, Joseph .  ONION JOHN.  His friendship with the town odd-jobs man, Onion John, 
causes a conflict between Andy and his father. 

Lauber, Patricia .  HURRICANES: EARTHÕS MIGHTIEST STORMS.  Tells how hurricanes form, 
how scientists study them, and how they have affected people and the environment throughout 
the twentieth century. 

Lawson, Robert .  RABBIT HILL .  Tells how the small animals who live on Rabbit Hill are 
affected by the new owners who move into the big house and plant a garden. 

Lindgren, Astrid .  PIPPI LONGSTOCKING.  Relates the escapades of a lucky little girl who lives 
with a horse and a monkey but without any parents at the edge of a Swedish village. 

Lisle, Janet Taylor .  AFTERNOON OF THE ELVES.  Invited to Sara-KateÕs elf village, Hilary 
becomes curious about Sara-KateÕs real life inside her gloomy house with her mysterious, silent 
mother. 

Lowry, Lois .  ALL ABOUT SAM .  The adventures of Sam, Anastasia KrupnikÕs younger brother 
from his first day as a newborn through his mischievous times as a toddler. 
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MacBride, Roge r Lea.  LITTLE HOUSE ON ROCKY RIDGE .  In 1894 Laura Ingalls Wilder, her 
husband, and her seven-year-old daughter Rose leave the Ingalls family in Dakota and make the 
long and difficult journey to Missouri to start a new life. 
 
MacDonald, Betty .  MRS. PIGGLE-WIGGLE.  From her upside-down house, the eccentric Mrs. 
Piggle-Wiggle issues to parents her marvelous cures for such common childrenÕs diseases as 
WonÕt-Put-Away-Toys-itis, Answerbackism, and Fighter-Quarrelitis. 

Mayerson, Evelyn Wilde .  THE CAT WHO ESCAPED FROM STEERAGE: A BUBBEMEISER .  
Traveling to America in the steerage section of a steamship bound for New York, Chanah tries to 
keep her newly found cat a secret. 

Mazer, Anne. ABBY HAYES  (series)  

McCloskey, Robert .  HOMER PRICE.  Six episodes in the life of Homer Price, including one in 
which he and his pet skunk capture four bandits and another about a donut machine on the 
rampage. 
 
Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds .  BEETLES, LIGHTLY TOASTED .  AndyÕs entering the fifth-grade 
essay contest stirs his imagination to creative heights as he competes with his know-it-all cousin 
by making recipes with some unusual food sources and testing them on unaware friends and 
family. 
 
Park, Barbara .  MAXIE, ROSIE AND EARL: PARTNERS IN GRIME .  When their disciplinary 
meetings with the principal are postponed, three students skip school with humorous results. 
 
Peck, Robert Newton .  SOUP.  Relates the adventures and misadventures of two boys growing 
up in a small Vermont town. 
 
Peck, Robert Newton .  SOUP IN LOVE.  As ValentineÕs Day approaches in their small town of 
Learning, Soup and Rob experience several forms of love. 

Peet, Bill .  BILL PEET: AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY .  The well-known author and illustrator relates 
the story of his life and work. 

Porte, Barbara Anne .  FAT FANNY, BEANPOLE B ERTHA, AND THE BOYS .  When BerthaÕs 
father vanishes in the Bermuda Triangle and FannyÕs theatrical agent parents are secretly 
divorced, the girls decide to teach FannyÕs triplet brothers to tap-dance to raise money. 

Robinson, Barbara .  THE BEST SCHOOL YEAR  EVER.  The six horrible Herdmans, the worst 
kids in the history of the world, cause mayhem throughout the school year. 
 
Sachar, Louis .  WAYSIDE SCHOOL IS FALLING DOWN .  More humorous episodes from the 
classroom on the thirtieth floor of Wayside School, where students learn to tango, face the 
cafeteriaÕs dreaded Mushroom Surprise, and study a hobo during Show and Tell. 

Sachar, Louis .  SIDEWAYS STORIES FROM WAYSIDE SCHOOL .  Humorous episodes from 
the classroom on the thirtieth floor of Wayside School, which was accidentally built sideways with 
one classroom on each story. 

Scieszka, Jon .  TIME WARP TRIO (series).  With heroes like Joe, Fred, and Sam, history (or the 
future, for that matter) is never boring.  Each book in the series places the characters in a 
different time period, solving mysteries, battling baddies, and just generally having hilarious, 
kooky adventures. 
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Selden, George .  THE CRICKET IN TIMES SQUARE.  The adventures of a country cricket who 
unintentionally arrives in New York and is befriended by Tucker Mouse and Harry Cat. 
 
Service, Pamela F .  STINKER FROM SPACE  An agent of the Sylon Confederacy, fleeing from 
enemy ships, crash lands on Earth, transfers his mind to the body of a skunk, and enlists the aid 
of two children in getting back to his home planet. 
 
Shreve, Susan Richards .  LILY AND THE RUNAWAY BABY .  Third-grader Lily, a middle child 
who feels neglected at home, decides to run away and take her infant sister with her. 
 
Silverstein, Shel .  FALLING UP .  A collection of poems and drawings by American poet and 
humorist Shel Silverstein, including ÒBoa ConstrictorÓ, ÒDirtiest Man in the WorldÓ, ÒBackward BillÓ, 
ÒSour Face AnnÓ, and many others. 

Simon, Seymour .  THE PAPER AIRPLANE BOOK .  Step-by-step instructions for making paper 
airplanes with suggestions for experimenting with them. 

Skurzynski, Gloria .  LOST IN THE DEVILÕS DESERT.  Eleven-year-old Kevin finds himself 
alone and lost in the Utah desert, with only his wits to help him survive. 

Slote, Alfred .  MY TRIP TO ALPHA 1 .  VOYA-CODE is the most sophisticated form of 
interplanetary travel but a young boy finds out it is not without danger. 
 
Sorensen, Virginia Eggertsen .  MIRACLES ON MAPLE HILL .  After her father returns from the 
war moody and tired, MarlyÕs family decides to move from the city to Maple Hill Farm in the 
Pennsylvania countryside where they share many adventures which help restore their spirits and 
their bond with each other. 
 
Soto, Gary .  OFF AND RUNNING.  When they learn that Rudy Herrera and Alex Garcia, two 
fifth-grade clowns, plan to run against them in the school elections, Miata and her friend Ana 
know that they face a difficult race.  
 
Spinelli, Jerry .  FOURTH GRADE RATS.  Suds learns that his best friend is wrong, that you 
donÕt have to be a tough guy, a ÒratÓ to be a grown up fourth grader. 
 
Steig, William .  ABELÕS ISLAND.  Cast away on an uninhabited island, Abel, a very civilized 
mouse, finds his resourcefulness and endurance tested to the limit as he struggles to survive and 
return to his home. 
 
Stolz, Mary .  THE NOONDAY FRIENDS.  A humorous portrait of a happy family and their 
relationships with the rest of the world. 
 
Swanson, Diane .  COYOTES IN THE CROSSWALK .  Discusses how wild animals have 
adapted to living in urban areas, describing the city life of peregrine falcons, raccoons, rabbits, 
snakes, geese, rats, feral cats, squirrels, skunks, and even coyotes. 

Tallchief, Maria.   TALLCHIEF: AMERICAÍS PRIMA BALLERINA .  Ballerina Maria Tallchief 
describes her childhood on an Osage reservation, the development of her love of dance, and her 
rise to success in that field. 

Taylor, Mildred D.   THE FRIENDSHIP.  Four children witness a confrontation between an elderly 
black man and a white storekeeper in rural Mississippi in the 1930s. 
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Taylor, Mildred D .  THE GOLD CADILLAC .  Two black girls living in the North are proud of their 
familyÍs beautiful new Cadillac until they take it on a visit to the South and encounter racial 
prejudice for the first time. 

Taylor, Sydney .  ALL OF A KIND FAMILY  (series).  The adventures of five sisters growing up in 
a Jewish family in New York in the early twentieth century. 
 
Wilder, Laura Ingalls .  LITTLE HOUSE IN THE BIG WOODS .  A year in the life of two young 
girls growing up on the Wisconsin frontier as they help their mother with the daily chores, enjoy 
their fatherÕs stories and singing, and share special occasions when they get together with 
relatives or neighbors. 
 
Wilder, Laura Ingalls   LITTLE HOUSE ON THE PRAIRIE .  A family travels from the big woods 
of Wisconsin to a new home on the prairie, where they build a house, meet neighboring Indians, 
build a well, and fight a prairie fire. 
 
Wilder, Laura Ingalls .  LITTLE TOWN ON THE PRAIRIE .  PaÕs homestead thrives, Laura gets 
her first job in town, blackbirds eat the corn and oats crops, Mary goes to college, and Laura gets 
into trouble at school, but becomes a certified school teacher. 
 
Wilder, Laura Ingalls .  ON THE BANKS OF PLUM CREEK .  Laura and her family move to 
Minnesota where they live in a dugout until a new house is built and face misfortunes caused by 
flood, blizzard, and grasshoppers. 
 
Wilder, Laura Ingalls .  THESE HAPPY GOLDEN YEARS .  Laura has her first experiences as a 
teacher, and is courted by Almanzo Wilder. 
 
Woodruff, Elvira .  THE MAGNIFICENT MUMMY MAKER .  The mummy that Andrew creates for 
his fifth grade project seems to have special powers and helps him to understand his feelings 
about himself, his dead mother, and his stepbrother, who he calls Mr. Gifted. 
 
Wright, Betty Ren .  CHRISTINAÕS GHOST.  ChristinaÕs summer in a spooky, isolated Victorian 
house with her grumpy uncle turns into a ghostly adventure. 

 
 
 

 


